
Sandy Creek Cove HOA 

Board Meeting Minutes from 2/22/2013 
 

Proposed Agenda: 
 
 Review and Finalize Minutes from Previous Board Meeting: 
 Verify January meeting minutes have been reviewed, approved and 

subsequently adopted as appropriate. 
 Treasurer’s Report 

o Posted expenditures / Balance sheet report 
o Status update of delinquent account letters  
o Next step if payment not yet received  

 Old / Unfinished / Pending Business 
 PO Box Update 
 Landscape 
 Return of initiation fee status to resale homeowners 
 Annual meeting signs with changeable date 
 Purchase of administrative items 
 Pending plan for dispersement of HOA collection policy information to 

homeowners for 2013  
 ARC Committee 
 Website – Update and/or General Maintenance 
 Welcome Committee 
 Open discussion / Miscellaneous - 
 Pending from previous Board Meeting - discussion of Covenant/By Law 

violations 
 Covenants/By-Laws Committee 

 Open – Miscellaneous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Present: Mike Archer, Tony Ayoob, Vicki Smith, Jim Strickland 
• Minutes from the 1-18-2013 HOA Board meeting were reviewed. A motion 

was made to accept minutes as corrected via email. The motion was 
seconded and approved.  

• Treasurer's Report:   
Tony provided a copy of the current financial statement, along with a 
Reconciliation Summary and expenditures report. We are currently 
locked out of the SunTrust online account. Tony is looking into what 
happened, and will check with SunTrust to regain access. $400 was 
refunded for the HOA initiation fees. Regular bills were paid. No water 
was used this past month, but water was used in December 2012. 
Currently, the budget is working as reconfigured, so no more changes 
appear to be needed at this time. Tony will add a line to the budget 
sheet to show the Reserve amount in the HOA account. 

 Unpaid annual dues report – collection status. 
A certified mail letter has been sent one family, offering to waive late 
fees and accrued interest for 2012 and 2013 if paid by the 15th of 
February. There has been no communication from them to this point. 
Their letter stated that the HOA would now pursue the entire amount. 
Jim has looked into what other HOA's do in this situation, and learned 
that any fees accrued in the process of collecting HOA dues are 
passed on to the resident who has not paid their dues. For the current 
situation, Jim has developed an updated letter to send. He will email 
this letter for the board to review. Vicki suggested that it may be time 
for an in-person meeting with the family. Vicki will make a call to set 
up a meeting with the family, Vicki, and Jim. If they do not respond to 
the phone request, then Vicki will send an email requesting a meeting. 
This will be done in the next two weeks, with a meeting with them 
before the next HOA Board meeting. Information about upcoming 
steps to collect the dues will be shared with the family at the meeting. 
Then the letter will be sent by certified mail as a follow up after the 
meeting. 

 P.O. Box Update 
A box ownership letter was submitted to the Postmaster advising 
names of current board members.  This should be adopted as an 
annual policy if/when board members change. 3 keys are currently 
available. An additional key was requested so each board member 
has a copy of the PO Box key. We received one additional key, which 
went to Vicki, with another key on order for Mike.  

 



 Landscape Update 
o All Turf completed winter maintenance, and will keep up with 

weeding. 
o Are there any pending or tentative plans for the Landscape 

committee scheduled for March/April? The Landscape 
Committee needs to reorganize the bulbs at the entrance the 
next time they get together, as the bulbs are coming up all over 
the beds. The committee should get together by April 15th to 
plant spring seasonal flowers. 

o Discussion of the Landscape Committee membership, and 
possibly adding new members, if anyone is interested. 
Discussed how most people do not respond to emails, and how 
best to keep in contact with committee members about 
upcoming workdays. 

o Lighting Issues – Landscape lighting – Specialty Contracting 
Services, Inc. (SCSI) checked out the lighting at the SCC 
entrance the end of last week. They checked both connections 
and wiring, and found no problems with either. Mike C. said that 
typically, the low voltage bulbs we use may last up to a year or 
more. So they called the supplier for these bulbs to find out if 
there were any issues or problems with the bulbs. Supplier said 
the only concern is not touching the light bulbs with bare skin 
while installing them. One has to wear gloves or use a paper 
towel, etc. to hold the bulb while installing it, or the oils in the 
skin get on the bulb, causing it to burn out prematurely. So, 
SCSI is going to replace all the bulbs this week, using proper 
procedure to install them. They will let us know when they 
replace bulbs. We will put it on the calendar and track how long 
the bulbs last. If the bulbs still burn out too quickly, SCSI will 
come back out and resort to Plan B. If it works, then we just 
have to replace future bulbs using something to hold the bulbs 
while installing them. 

 Return of initiation fee status to resale homeowners - Homeowners were 
very pleased with the fee return. 

 Annual meeting signs with changeable date 
o Vicki mentioned that annual meeting signs need to be made, as 

the ones we have been using are defunct. If there are no 
graduating seniors in the subdivision this year, the funds for signs 
can be used to create the annual meeting signs with a changeable 
date. We need to check the HOA membership to see if there are 



any graduating seniors for this June 2013. This will be discussed 
further at the March meeting. We need to get details about size 
and how to make the date changeable. 

 Purchase of administrative items  
Tony is still looking into the purchase of a backup hard drive, and a 
wireless mouse. He is also pricing a Microsoft Office Suite for Word and 
Excel. Currently, the new printer is not working. Tony will look into 
getting this repaired or replaced. 

 Pending plan for dispersement of HOA collection policy information to 
homeowners for 2013  
A letter will be sent as an attachment to the 2013-2014 HOA dues 
invoice by June 1st, so the membership knows about the updated dues 
collection policy. This will also be included in the Covenants revision. 

 ARC Committee  
Vicki will draft an email/flyer for HOA Board review to the HOA 
membership reminding everyone of community guidelines for trash cans, 
utility trailers, mulch/pine straw, and overnight parking - Covenants 
Article 4 - 6.06, 6.07, 6.17, 6.22.  We need to include a note to review 
the SCC HOA website, Covenants and Bylaws, Zone Alerts, and HOA 
Directory. We should ask homeowners to contact the board if they have 
any questions or concerns about violations. 30 days from flyer, 
neighbors in violation will receive tag from ARC. 
o The ARC committee reported that there are trailers and trash cans 

visible at one home. There are also several neighbors parking on the 
street overnight, or parking in the way of across-the-street neighbors. 
A trailer is also visible at a second home. There have also been 
negative comments about the removable covering over a utility trailer 
at a third home. According to Covenants Article VI, 6.06 and 6.07, 
trailers can be parked on the driveway temporarily, or housed in a 
garage. Work van/trucks parked in the subdivision appear to meet the 
criteria of less than one ton, which can be parked long term. A trailer 
with a cooker/grill is included in the non-acceptable vehicles parked 
permanently. This could be kept in the garage when not in use. The 
removable covering should only be used in the rain. The vehicle 
parked in the BHL cul-de-sac has not been moved in the past couple 
of weeks. A family member may be driving a vehicle, as the vehicle in 
the cul-de-sac was cleaned out. This will be included in the reminders, 
also. Tony noted that Walton County police tagged the vehicle in the 
cul-de-sac. It has since been moved. 



o No activity is apparent at one rental home, and it appears that no one 
is home. The board needs to contact them - Vicki will try to call the 
family, contact the owner, or try to email a family member. 

 Website – Update and/or General Maintenance 
o As of February 17th, the Board of Director tab and the HOA 

Directory tab are not current. Update status - Vicki to send photos, 
bios, and HOA Directory. 

o Gmail account volume and possible cleanup - Vicki will reorganize 
emails into folders. 

o Forwarding of county zone alert emails - only send Zone 6, as this 
is part of the Neighborhood Watch Committee.  

o Need to re-apply for Crime Zone Alerts for our area, as the emails 
have stopped. Additionally, it was recommended that we send out 
reminders about safety in the neighborhood following the shooting 
in Henderson Ridge off of Sharon Church Road. Vicki will address 
this. 

o Currently, the website needs updated board photos and bio info; 
Vicki took pictures and will forward photos and updated bios to Jeff, 
after creating the same background on Tony's previous photo. And, 
we need to provide a PDF copy of the SCC HOA plat for the 
website. Jim suggested an update date be available on the 
website to show when it was last updated. Jim will take 
responsibility for updating info for the website with Jeff.  

o HOA Directory: Vicki is updating the directory with new information 
from the Welcome Committee. Vicki is working on adding a title 
page to include technology info: web, Facebook, Gmail, PO Box 
address, plus a reminder to notify the HOA Board of weddings, 
births, deaths, new families, etc.  

o Facebook - Vicki is creating a private group on Facebook for 
Sandy Creek Cove residents. 

• Covenants & By-Laws Committee:  
o Topics of concern to discuss: type of material on outside of homes, 

specifics for what type of vehicles can be parked on driveways, 
should there be a limit on number of/percentage of rental homes, 
basis for initiation fee, using email notification for official HOA 
business, addition of wording for non-payment of dues, pond 
owner's committee updates, etc.  

o Trailers, street parking, etc. 
o Builder of new home on BHL has removed the trash pile from the 

corner of his lot… at least most of it has been moved. 



o Remaining violations – 2 white utility trailers and one “cooker” 
trailer and red canopy, and a utility trailer, and a load of tires 

o Tony has reviewed previous information, as well as what Jim 
reviewed. Tony requested an electronic version of what Jim 
reviewed. Tony plans to start to rewrite new sections, and check 
against information from other neighborhood's Covenants and By-
Laws. He would like to have a final draft for the board to review by 
the April 2013 meeting, prior to scheduling a Covenants/By-Laws 
meeting for the HOA. 

• Open/Miscellaneous: 
o Leland Cypress trees are being trimmed from the top at Joe Ray's 

property. Does the HOA want to fight this battle again? He has put 
in outbuildings, expanded a porch, expanded out the back, added 
a bridge, etc. The county does not appear interested in pursuing 
violations. No further action at this point. 

o A discussion of the change in Walton County commissioners was 
held. Chuck Bagley was defeated at the most recent election for 
District 2; Mark Banks won the election for District 2. Tony will draft 
a thank you letter to Chuck Bagley for all his help with SCC HOA 
during his term. He will also send a welcome letter to Mark 
Banks.  Chuck is still sending out emails as a private citizen. 

 
• The next HOA Board meeting will be March 22, 2013 at 7:00 pm at Vicki's 
home. *Due to death in Vicki’s family, the meeting was postponed until 
March 30, 2013 at 9:30 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Vicki Smith, 
Secretary 


