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Sandy Creek Cove HOA 
Board Meeting Minutes from 8/27/2013 

 

PROPOSED AGENDA: 
1-  Review and Finalize Minutes from Previous Board Meeting: 

a. Verify July meeting minutes have been reviewed, approved and 
subsequently adopted as appropriate. 

b. Verify all meeting minutes prior to July have been reviewed, approved 
and subsequently adopted as appropriate. 

 
2- Old / Unfinished / Pending Business 

a. Monitoring of electric bill for variance of transformer setting.  
i. Photocell dusk to dawn versus 4/6/8 hours.  
ii. Andy to prepare four month period 2012 vs 2013 for cost 

comparison. 
 

3- Treasurer’s Report 
a. Posted expenditures / Balance sheet report 

i. Payment update for 2013-2014 assessments 
ii. Status report for delinquent dues payments that were due July 

1st. 
 

4- Neighborhood Watch Committee 
a.  Action Plan Discussion 
b. Committee Direction 

 
5- Report of HOA Violation Correspondence and Property Issues 

a. Pending fines, latest correspondence, etc. 
 

6- Open discussion / Miscellaneous 
a. Discussion for planned presentation to Walton County Board of 

Commissioners for opposition to Music Hall Conditional Use alteration 
requested postponed to September 10th Board of Commissioners 
meeting. 

b. Open Discussion.
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The monthly Sandy Creek Cove HOA Board meeting was held on Tuesday, 
August 27, 2013 at the home of Mike Archer. Present at the meeting: Mike Archer, 
Andy Federico, Vicki Smith, and Jim Strickland. 
 

1. Review and Finalize Minutes from Previous Board Meeting: 
a. Verify July meeting minutes have been reviewed, approved and 

subsequently adopted as appropriate. July meeting minutes were 
approved via email prior to the meeting. There was one question about 
whether personal contact (phone call/email/personal visit) would be 
made for late HOA dues, as well as violations. It was clarified that a 
personal contact is appropriate for both situations, but the timing 
should be specified on the violations. For late HOA dues, it is a 
courtesy. 

b. Verify all meeting minutes prior to July have been reviewed, approved 
and subsequently adopted as appropriate. Vicki reported that all 
previous months meeting minutes have been sent to Jeff S. for 
uploading to the SCC HOA website. 
 

2. Old / Unfinished / Pending Business 
a. Monitoring of electric bill for variance of transformer setting.  

i. Photocell dusk to dawn versus 4/6/8 hours. The current recently 
replaced transformer only has the capability of dusk to dawn 
lighting. The previous transformer, while too small to carry the 
load required, did offer the availability of setting the hours the 
lights were on. We can have the timer setting added to the 
current transformer. 

ii. Andy to prepare four month period 2012 vs 2013 for cost 
comparison. Andy provided a comparison between 2012 and 
2013 electric bills for the entrance lighting. Using dusk to dawn 
lighting instead of setting the hours (as was available on the 
previous transformer), the hours of usage quadrupled, with an 
increase in cost of about $14 per month. The board agreed that 
the lights being on all night provided a measure of safety, looked 
good, and kept the board members from having to switch the 
lighting times with the seasonal changes. There will be a longer 
lighting time during the winter season, due to shorter daylight 
hours. Jim recommended that we revisit the cost of dusk to dawn 
lighting later in the year, when the lights are on longer, and see if 
the cost impacts the current budget for electricity at the entrance. 
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b. Maintenance of entrance lighting: Mike reported that two of the lights 
on the Bailey's corners were off. He had recently replaced the bulbs, 
and check to make sure they were still working. He found that the 
wires inside those two light fixtures had melted and fused together, 
tripping the circuit breaker. Mike contacted Mike Crumbley with 
Specialty Contracting Services to ask about the situation and the best 
resolution. Jim recommended replacing the light fixtures, as soon as 
we have more information from Mike C. Vicki suggested we order the 
light fixtures from Mike C., so we know they are appropriate for the 
wattage and water safe if the price and quality is comparative to Home 
Depot/Lowes. 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Posted expenditures / Balance sheet report:  

i. Payment update for 2013-2014 assessments: Andy sent out the 
certified letter with return receipt at a cost of $24.44 for four 
certified letters. He recommended that we just send certified 
letters in the future without the return receipt, as no one ever 
returns the receipt, which is a waste of money. 

ii. Status report for delinquent dues payments that were due July 
1st: Two homeowners paid their HOA annual assessment this 
month. Only one family has not paid their dues. They will receive 
the next certified letter, with late fees attached, in September. 

iii. Balance Sheet report: Andy reviewed the current status of the 
budget. All line items appear to be in line with budget 
expectations. Jim commented that he expects the Holiday 
Budget to increase, as we need to reorder luminary supplies, 
and also purchase new bows. 

b. Andy reported that the previous treasurer updated the HOA 
registration with the state back in April or May 2013. Andy has not 
updated the board member names with the state. The website 
registration has been updated and paid for the next two years. 

c. Jim questioned the initiation fees and annual dues for the home being 
built on BHL. They will pay fees for both properties, even though the 
home is only on one property. The building process in proceeding 
quickly, as the house is completely framed at this point. 
 
 

4. Neighborhood Watch Committee 
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a.  Action Plan Discussion: Mike reported that there were a lot of emails 
about the Neighborhood Watch Committee last month. Vicki noted that 
this happened after she put the Neighborhood Watch Committee 
information out in an email to the SCC Neighborhood Watch 
Committee. Mike suggested that it would be a good idea for HOA 
members to have the Crime Alerts delivered directly to their email, 
rather than forwarded from the HOA Board. 

b. Committee Direction: Jim noted that the current members of the HOA 
Board are three board members, people that are older, or that are 
often out of the home. The board agreed that Tana Ayoob would be a 
logical choice for the chairperson for the committee, if she chooses to 
take on that responsibility, as she is already invested in making the 
committee work better. Current issues are: not enough visible 
coverage for the number of homes in the subdivision; too many homes 
under the purview of one block captain; block captains not spread far 
enough apart. Jim recommended that a meeting of the Neighborhood 
Watch Committee be scheduled, keeping the board members in the 
background. The non-board members on the committee should 
manage the Neighborhood Watch Committee direction and come up 
with a plan of action. Jim will schedule the meeting at his home 
sometime in the next month, provide a task outline for the committee, 
and let the meeting proceed under direction of the committee 
members. 

c. Crime Alerts: Although the Crime Alerts come into the Gmail account 
regularly, there is currently no one specifically assigned to forward 
them to the HOA members. Vicki said she used to do this regularly, 
but has not had time to do it any longer. She will make an effort to 
forward these emails on a regular basis. Mike noted that there is a link 
to the Crime Alerts on the HOA website. Vicki checked the link to show 
board members how it works. Apparently, the website link to the 
Walton County Crime Alerts is for one specific day, and not to a 
regularly updated site. Vicki will notify Jeff S. of this when she sends 
him the board member photos, and updated board meeting minutes. 

d. Solicitation by Roofing Company in Sandy Creek Cove: The board 
discussed the recent solicitation around the neighborhood by a roofing 
company, wanting to contract to replace defective roofing tiles. There 
were complaints about the company knocking on doors to solicit 
business. While solicitation is not approved for the neighborhood, 
there are no official signs prohibiting it. It was suggested that we 
purchase “No Solicitation” signs to post on the existing Crime Alert 
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signs on each side of Sandy Creek Cove. The board agreed that this 
was a good idea. 
 

5. Report of HOA Violation Correspondence and Property Issues 
a. Pending fines: The current violations are with Cliff Sarrett's rental 

properties. At 324 BHL, the yard has been mown, edged, weeds 
treated, and flower beds edged. There is still a tree in the foundation 
bushes, and no mulch. The tenant in that home moved out as of this 
past weekend. There are still squirrel holes in 216 AW vents. There is 
a question about whether the tenant at 216 AW moved, as there is a 
new utility trailer in the driveway, and the yard has not been recently 
maintained. Vince Geiger has not yet cut his cul-de-sac lots, which are 
head high in weeds. Currently, the corner rental property is not being 
maintained (high grass, weeds, grass growing over the curb). Brandon 
Butler contacted Jim with concerns about an apparently dead limb on 
a tree near his driveway, from one of the vacant properties next door. 
Jim will send an email to the lot owners about checking the tree. One 
family has not yet moved their utility trailer. There has been 
correspondence with Jim via email about dealing with it, but has not 
been done yet. 

b. Latest correspondence: Jim will be sending out violation letters to the 
above mentioned violations. Emails have already gone out to the 
vacant property owners concerning maintenance needs. 
 

6. Open discussion / Miscellaneous 
a. Discussion for planned presentation to Walton County Board of 

Commissioners for opposition to Music Hall Conditional Use Alteration 
Request postponed to September 10th Board of Commissioners 
meeting: Vicki will be out of town for the Sept. 10th meeting, so 
someone else from the board will need to speak. Jim noted that the 
Board of Commissioners meeting will be held at the Old Courthouse in 
Monroe. The meeting was postponed so that Mark Banks could meet 
with the SCC HOA. There has been no contact from either Mark Banks 
or Kevin Little since that meeting. At the Board of Commissioners 
meeting, Jim suggested that we make a comment about not receiving 
any communication from Mark Banks about meeting together, not give 
the paperwork to the board as they already have a copy, but state that 
altering or not altering any of the eight conditions will not impact the 
enjoyment of the patrons to the Music Hall. Ask that they uphold the 
conditions agreed upon by Joe Ray's attorney for Joe Ray, by the SCC 
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HOA Board, and by the Walton County Board of Commissioners on 
Feb. 2, 2010. 
     Vicki recommended that, since the Board of Commissioners voted 
to table the vote on this issue for a month so Mark Banks could get in 
contact with the SCC HOA, we email Mark Banks, with a copy to Kevin 
Little, in an attempt to schedule a meeting to discuss Sandy Creek 
Cove's opposition to the Music Hall Conditional Use Alteration 
Request. Vicki will draft the email for board approval before emailing it 
to Mark Banks and Kevin Little. 

b. Open Discussion: 
i. Social Committee plans for the annual Fall Get-Together. Jim 

reported that the Social Committee is working on a meeting date 
to discuss plans for the upcoming Fall Get-Together. 

ii. Covenants & ByLaws: Jim asked Tony to get a draft together the 
recommended changes to the SCC HOA Covenants & ByLaws, 
based upon previous discussions, by October 1st. Jim said that 
Tony reported that he had not had time to address this due to his 
job expectations. 

 
The next HOA Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 
10:00 AM at Andy's home. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Vicki M. Smith, Secretary 


